
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
ELEVENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT IN AND 
FOR MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA 
 
GENERAL JURISDICTION DIVISION 
 
CASE NO. 11-13661-CA 25 

 
STATE OF FLORIDA, 
 
 Respondent/Appellant, 
 
v. 
 
FLORIDA WORKERS’ ADVOCATES (“FWA”), 
WORKERS’ INJURY LAW & ADVOCACY 
GROUP (“WILG”), and ELSA PADGETT, 
 
 Intervenors/Appellees. 
              
 
JULIO CORTES and NELIDA CORTES, 
 
 Plaintiffs/Appellees, 
 
and 
 
VELDA FARMS, LLC, 
 
 Defendant/Appellee. 
       / 
 

NOTICE OF APPEAL 
 
 PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that Respondent State of Florida, through the Attorney 

General, hereby appeals to the District Court of Appeal of Florida, Third District, this Court’s 

Order on Amended Motion for Summary Final Judgment, dated August 13, 2014. A conformed 

copy of the order is attached hereto. Also attached is this Court’s order denying the State of 

Florida’s motion for rehearing, dated August 22, 2014. 
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 The nature of the August 13, 2014, order on appeal is a final order declaring section 

440.11, Florida Statutes, to be unconstitutional and disposing of the only putative cause of action 

(count IV of the amended complaint) upon which FWA, WILG, and Ms. Padgett intervened; this 

Court added the State of Florida as a respondent only with respect to that cause of action. This 

Court previously had dismissed count IV as between the Corteses (original plaintiffs) and Velda 

Farms, LLC (defendant).      

      Respectfully submitted, 

PAMELA JO BONDI 
ATTORNEY GENERAL 
 
/s/ Adam S. Tanenbaum    
ALLEN WINSOR (FBN 16295) 
 Solicitor General 
ADAM S. TANENBAUM (FBN 117498) 
 Chief Deputy Solicitor General 
OSVALDO VAZQUEZ (FBN 070995) 
 Deputy Solicitor General 

 
Office of the Attorney General 
The Capitol – PL01 
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1050 
Telephone: (850) 414-3681 
Facsimile: (850) 410-2672 
allen.winsor@myfloridalegal.com 
adam.tanenbaum@myfloridalegal.com 
osvaldo.vazquez@myfloridalegal.com 
 
Counsel for State of Florida 



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 

 I HEREBY CERTIFY that on this 26th day of August, 2014, true copies of the foregoing 

notice of appeal and the attached orders were filed electronically with the Clerk of Court through 

the Florida Courts e-filing Portal, which shall serve an electronic copy by e-mail on counsel of 

record on the attached service list; and were served in paper form via first-class mail on counsel 

of record on the attached service list at the addresses indicated; in compliance with Florida Rule 

of Judicial Administration 2.516(b) and Florida Rules of Appellate Procedure 9.420(c). 

 

      /s/ Adam S. Tanenbaum                                                     
      ADAM S. TANENBAUM 
      Florida Bar No. 117498 

 
 
 



 

 

SERVICE LIST 
 
Mark L. Zientz, Esquire 
Two Datran Center, Suite 1619 
9130 South Dadeland Boulevard 
Miami, Florida 33156 
(305) 670-6275 
mark.zientz@mzlaw.com 
mzientz@aol.com 
Counsel for Intervenor FWA 
 
John S. Seligman, Esquire 
FRIEDMAN & FRIEDMAN, P.A. 
2600 Douglas Road, Suite 1011 
Coral Gables, Florida 33134 
(305) 446-6485 
john@friedmantriallawyers.com 
jesely@friedmantriallawyers.com 
andrea@friedmantriallawyers.com 
Counsel for Plaintiffs Mr. & Ms. Cortes 
 
Martin D. Stern, Esquire 
HINSHAW & CULBERTSON LLP 
One East Broward Boulevard, Suite 1010 
Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33301 
(954) 467-7900 
mstern@hinshawlaw.com 
kcardenas@hinshawlaw.com 
ftllitigation@hinshawlaw.com 
Counsel for Defendant Velda Farms, LLC 
 
Richard A. Sicking, Esquire 
1313 Ponce de Leon Boulevard, Suite 300 
Coral Gables, Florida 33134 
(305) 446-3700 
sickingpa@aol.com 
Counsel for Intervenor Padgett 
 
Ricardo Morales, Esquire 
7800 Northwest 25th Street, Suite 11 
Doral, Florida 33122 
(305) 262-0875 
rmorales@rmoraleslaw.com 
Counsel for Intervenor FWA  
 

Ramon Malca, Esquire 
MALCA & JACOBS, P.A. 
5975 Sunset Drive, Suite 801 
Miami, Florida 33143 
(305) 662-5500 
rmalca@malcaandjacobs.com 
Counsel for Intervenor WILG 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ATTACHED ORDERS 

 











































 

 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
ELEVENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT IN AND 
FOR MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA 
 
GENERAL JURISDICTION DIVISION 
 
CASE NO. 11-13661-CA 25 

 
FLORIDA WORKERS’ ADVOCATES, 
WORKERS’ INJURY LAW & ADVOCACY 
GROUP, and ELSA PADGETT, 
 
 Intervenor-Petitioners, 
 
v. 
 
STATE OF FLORIDA, OFFICE OF THE 
ATTORNEY GENERAL, 
 
 Respondent. 
       / 
 

ORDER DENYING MOTION FOR REHEARING 
 

 THIS CAUSE came before the Court upon Respondent State of Florida’s Motion for 

Rehearing of  Court’s Summary Judgment Filed on August 13, 2014, which was filed and served 

August 22, 2014.  Upon review of the motion and being otherwise fully advised in the premises, it 

is hereby 

 ORDERED AND ADJUDGED that Respondent State of Florida’s August 22, 2014, Motion 

for Rehearing is DENIED. 

 DONE AND ORDERED in Chambers at Miami-Dade County, Florida, on 

08/22/14. 

 
 
 

 
JORGE E. CUETO 
CIRCUIT COURT JUDGE 

 





 

 

SERVICE LIST 

 
Mark L. Zientz, Esquire 
Two Datran Center, Suite 1619 
9130 South Dadeland Boulevard 
Miami, Florida 33156 
mark.zientz@mzlaw.com 
mzientz@aol.com 
 
John S. Seligman, Esquire 
FRIEDMAN & FRIEDMAN, P.A. 
2600 Douglas Road, Suite 1011 
Coral Gables, Florida 33134 
john@friedmantriallawyers.com 
jesely@friedmantriallawyers.com 
andrea@friedmantriallawyers.com 
 
Martin D. Stern, Esquire 
HINSHAW & CULBERTSON LLP 
One East Broward Boulevard, Suite 1010 
Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33301 
mstern@hinshawlaw.com 
kcardenas@hinshawlaw.com 
ftlitigation@hinshawlaw.com 
 
Richard A. Sicking, Esquire 
1313 Ponce de Leon Boulevard, Suite 300 
Coral Gables, Florida 33134 
sickingpa@aol.com 
 
Ricardo Morales, Esquire 
7800 Northwest 25th Street, Suite 11 
Doral, Florida 33122 
rmorales@rmoraleslaw.com 
 
Ramon Malca, Esquire 
MALCA & JACOBS, P.A. 
5975 Sunset Drive, Suite 801 
Miami, Florida 33143 
rmalca@malcaandjacobs.com 

 
Allen Winsor, Esquire  
Adam S. Tanenbaum, Esquire  
Rachel Nordby, Esquire 
Osvaldo Vazquez, Esquire 
OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 
The Capitol – PL01 
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1050 
allen.winsor@myfloridalegal.com 
adam.tanenbaum@myfloridalegal.com 
rachel.nordby@myfloridalegal.com 
osvaldo.vazquez@myfloridalegal.com 
 
Lauri Waldman Ross, Esquire 
ROSS & GIRTEN 
Two Datran Center, Suite 1612 
9130 South Dadeland Boulevard 
Miami, Florida 33156-7818 
rossgirten@laurilaw.com 
lwrpa@laurilaw.com 

 


